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“Let the Gospel Shine” 

 If someone were to ask me what 
my main job as the pastor of my church is, 
I wouldn’t even have to think about it for a 
second.  Without a moment of hesitation, I 
would say, “To proclaim the Gospel.”  This 
is what you at Gethsemane have called me 
to do, first and foremost. The rest of my 
duties as pastor all stem from and revolve 
around proclamation of the Gospel.  
Without the Gospel, everything else ends 
up being meaningless. 
 My number one goal is to tell 
people that they have disobeyed God and 
deserve his punishment; they have failed be perfect and there is no way that they can repay the debt 
they owe to God.  Then comes the beautiful, healing Gospel.  My purpose as pastor is to share the good 
news that God loves us, that he sent Jesus, his Son, to be perfect for us and to pay our debt.  The 
Gospel shows us that Jesus loves us, that he has made us his children.  He washed our sins away, 
clothing us with righteousness and giving us the strength and desire to resist temptation and to live a 
God-pleasing life.  That’s the Gospel message and it is imperative that we let the gospel shine! 
 The Gospel message is so important that it must predominate everything that a church does.  I 
hope you agree.  I hope you agree that without the gospel, the church has little reason to exist.  Sadly, 
I’ve seen in this day and age that the focus of a preacher’s or congregation’s message has shifted away 
from the Gospel of J esus.  Perhaps you have observed this as well.  Many sermons that I hear or read 
are focused on what a happy life God can give you, or how a Christian should live.  Sometimes sermons 
are little more than a list of examples of good deeds. Fine messages, usually, but pointless if the 
message of Jesus taking away sins is not the main point.  Let the Gospel shine! 
 Many churches work very hard at feeding and clothing the poor and helping people who are 
struggling get back on their feet.  These are wonderful programs and I pray that every Christian is able 
to do that.  But if people are helped only with regards to health and wellbeing and their spiritual needs 
are not being met—if they’re not hearing the Gospel—then what is the point?  Let the Gospel shine! 
 A professor at my Seminary who taught the class on writing and preaching sermons went over 
the rough draft of my first sermon with me.  He said something I have always remembered: “If you don’t 
preach Christ crucified, then your sermon isn’t finished.”  And so every week, as I finish my sermon, I 
ask myself, “Have I preached the message of Jesus’ death? Have I preached to my people the 
forgiveness of sins?  Have I told them that God loves them unconditionally and that he brings them to 
heaven through Christ’s death and resurrection?”  If I can’t answer yes, then I’m not done.  Let the 
Gospel shine! 
 For the pastor, my most valuable tool he has is the Gospel.  Without it he is nothing.  Thanks be 
to God that he has entrusted me and all of you with this tool.  Let us praise God that the Gospel is 
preached, whenever and wherever that might be.  May God grant to us and to every church the desire 
to continually share that beautiful message of the no-strings-attached forgiveness that comes from God.   
May God grant that his Gospel always shines. 
 

This is the ninth devotion in a series of articles written by  
Pastor Koester entitled “Back to the Basics.” 

 
“God’s Great Exchange” – September 

 “By Faith Alone” – October 
   “Hope for Eternal Life” - November 

“Christ the Savior Is Born!” – December 
 “Renewed in Grace” – January 

 “Jesus Gave Up Everything” – February 
“The Good of Good Friday” – March 

“The Blessings of Our Crosses” – April 
“You’re Not Done Growing in Faith” – May 

“Worship (pt. 1) Let the Gospel Shine” – June 
“Worship (pt. 2) Let Us Join in Praise” – July 

“Worship (pt. 3) Let Us Enjoy Our Heritage” – August 
 

 

 

Next 
Voters’ Meeting 
June 19, 2016 

9:15 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
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School News  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 The GLS May calendar says that Summer Break is here!  It sounds 
weird to say it.  The weather may or may not try to validate it.  But the 
calendar change into June makes it undeniable. 
 2015-16 was a year of transition for us, and it turns out 2016-17 
will be as well.  Classrooms are being reshuffled to best utilize our 

personnel and space.  There is a good chance that things will need similar scrutinizing for 2017-18.  It’s 
a bit of a stressor, but we will work through it.  Looking ahead always has that element of “what if” or 
“not sure.”  Looking back is so much easier.  With 2015-16 all but in the books, we look back and say 
thank you to God for his goodness.  Year 68 of Christian education has been completed, but not without 
the continued guidance and presence of our God. 
 His direction through his people here continues to amaze me.  Nothing stops the work of his 
kingdom.  His work ethic is relentless as he keeps his word active and seeks out the lost.  Who’s to say 
who comes through our doors and what God has in mind for them through us?  That is awesome to think 
about!  Regardless of what shifts or changes around here, God is good.  God is solid, and he is always in 
control. 

Mr. Pederson 

+++ 
Work now is shifting towards 2016-17.  Please contact the office or me with any questions.  
Communications about upcoming events and deadlines will be forthcoming.  Here are a few things to get 
/keep on your radar: 
 

Rocky Mountain Christian Camp – RMCC info is now available (July 16-23).  The deadline for signing up 
is June 24.  The cost is fairly reasonable at $120.  Contact Mr. Koepsell with any questions.  Rides can 
be coordinated.  
 

VBS - Our annual Vacation Bible School is scheduled for July 18-22.  PreK to 4
th 

graders are invited to 
join us that week for time in God’s Word.  Look for more information in the weeks to come.  Helpers 
and donation lists will come out as well. 
 

Tuition Assistance Meal = Our annual Tuition Assistance Meal is scheduled for Sunday, July 24, around 
noon.  We are planning on having raffle items available for our event this year.  Please look for 
information soon.  Please look forward to Mr. Lemrick’s fantastic food as well!  Tickets will be available 
in advance of the event. 

Serving Him with you, 
Mr. Pederson   

 

FOCE  
 (Friends of Christian Education) 

 
 Thanks to all the parents who supported us through the 2015-2016 
school year.  We have had another busy year and appreciate the many ways 
you helped.  The yearbook staff will continue to finish up our yearbook and 
hope to have them out later this summer.   

 At our last meeting in May we voted in 2 new officers.  Wendee M will take over the president 
position and Liz K will take over as secretary.  Mandie L will continue to serve as vice president and 
Jana L as treasurer.  Thanks, ladies, for your willingness to serve the school in these leadership roles! 
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 We had our first annual reading fair May 12 and the students presented a poster board 
summarizing a book that they had read.  We also celebrated teacher appreciation the second week in 
May, and we thank the parents for helping us show support of our teachers and staff. 
 At graduation, we recognized service anniversaries for three of our staff members.  Miss Jennifer 
Hunt is celebrating five years of teaching, Pastor Koester is celebrating 10 years in the ministry, and 
Pastor Helwig is celebrating 15 years in the ministry.  We thank them all for their wonderful service to 
our church and school! 
 Have a great summer!!! 

Submitted by Dawn B, Secretary   
 
 

OWLS  
 (Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors)  

  
 The River City OWLS had a brunch meeting on May 
7

th
 at Garden Café in Rockbrook Plaza.  We had 12 

members and 3 guests along with Pastor Jeske from Living 
Hope.  Pastor Jeske provided the meditation about the 
Small Catechism.  He also provided a Small Catechism for 
everyone in attendance.  He told us the original intent for 
this was for it to be a daily companion.  He said that he 
was working with a committee to make it small again, so 
it could be carried all the time by everyone.   
 We are so EXCITED about hosting the OWLS 
Convention on October 10-13 in Omaha.  We are busy 
trying to plan for a fun time for all attending.  WE COULD 
USE YOUR HELP!  Please think about joining OWLS if you 
are 55 or older. 
 In June we will be having a presentation at 
Gethsemane from an Omaha Policeman with a K-9!  Join in 
the fun on June 12

th
 at 2 p.m. 

Sandy T, Secretary 

 

 
 

WINGS  
(Women IN God’s Service) 

 
 Thank you to those who donated and helped out for the WLC Band’s dinner on the 22

nd
.  The 

food was delicious and the desserts were amazing! 
 Officers for the next year will be remaining the same.  They are as follows: 

President: Christine H  
Vice President: Shonni J 
Secretary: Rachel C  
Treasurer: Becky G 

 WINGS will be taking a break from meetings through the summer.  We’ll resume in the fall.  
Happy summer! 

Rachel C, Secretary 
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 LWMS  
  (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 
“I Walk with Jesus All the Way” 

 
 Happy Summer!  The Thai Village store will again be at Gethsemane this summer.  Items will be 
available to purchase that day.  Look for more information on that coming soon. 

The LWMS Convention will be held in Chicago, June 23
rd

-26
th

.  The theme is, “Christ Alone, our 
Cornerstone.”  Look for a recap of the convention in the July newsletter!   

 

2015-2016 Befriend a Missionaries: 
~~ World Missionary—Mr. Pasch  

Chiang Rai, Thailand 
~~Home Missionary—Pastor Kent Reeder 
Illumine Lutheran Church  Rock Hill, SC 

 

June Prayer Requests 
~The work being by the LWMS Board.  

~The work being done by the Home and World Mission board.  
~The people traveling to the LWMS Convention later this month.   

Leslie B, Reporter 
 
 

NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High School)  

 

 We welcomed 23 graduates to the ranks of the NELHS alumni on Saturday, May 14.   Their class 
verse was Colossians 2:6-7 “So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and 
overflowing with thankfulness.”  The valedictorian for the class was Faith O of York.  The 
salutatorian was Nathaniel E of Omaha. 

 Two students (a sophomore boy and a senior boy) were confirmed on May 15.  We are so happy 
to see these young men join our church body. 

 Several of our students will be joining with the WELS Kingdom Workers and participating in 
summer mission trips.   Our students will be traveling to Connecticut and California to help 
congregations with their outreach activities. 

 Extra-curricular update:   
o The boys’ track team and the girls’ track team each won the Frontier Conference 

Championship on April 28.  This was the girls’ second consecutive championship and the 
boys’ first. 

o Six athletes in eight events qualified for the state track meet at the district track meet 
on May 11.  The six athletes and their events are as follows: Jeffrey K (Sr.) in the 110 m 
hurdles and the 300 m hurdles, Matthew K (Sr.) in the 1600 m, Ruth M (Sr.) in the high 
jump, Faith O (Sr.) in the 3200 m and 1600 m, Brooke M (Jr.) in the 800 m, and Anna E 
(So.) in the 1600 m. 

o We thank the Lord for the success of our students in our final year in the Frontier 
Conference.   The Frontier conference sponsors eight activities.  NELHS won 
championships in four of the activities (Girls’ basketball, Speech, Boys’ Track, Girls’ 
Track) and was conference runner-up in two activities (Volleyball and One-Act Play). 
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 Financial update: 
o As of the end of April, Nebraska Lutheran needs $119,000 in donations from 

congregations and individuals by June 30 to meet the budgeted amounts.  We pray that 
we will be able to meet and exceed this amount! 

o The board of control is continuing to meet to develop a strategy to pay for the newly 
approved position of Mission Advancement Director. 

 Upcoming events: 
o Nebraska District Convention: June 6-8 
o All Sports Camp for boys and girls in grades 5-9 will be held June 12-15. Contact Mr. 

Benjy Wells (bwells@nellhs.org) if you would like more information about the NELHS All-
Sport Camp. 

o The NELHS summer golf outing will be Saturday, July 30, at Highlands Golf Course in 
Lincoln.  Please contact Activities’ Director Benjy Wells (bwells@nelhs.org) if you are 
interested in participating or perhaps sponsoring a hole at the golf outing. 

 Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far, 25 have applied (23 freshmen and 2 
sophomores).  Please contact Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236 if 
you have a recruiting lead.  Please pray for this goal! 

 
 
 

 
 
Stewardship Corner 
 Economist John K. Galbraith wrote, “Money ranks with love as man’s greatest joy.  And it ranks 
with death as his greatest source of anxiety.”  Money has the potential to control our thoughts and our 
decision-making process.  The apostle Paul expressed some keen insight when he wrote, “The love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil” (1 Timothy 6:10).  Money is not dangerous, but evil flows from the 
love of money.  “One eager to get rich will not go unpunished” (Proverbs 28:20).  If we love money, our 
view of life will be affected, and we will suffer many griefs.  The correct view of life is to see how God 
has given us everything, spiritually and physically.  With faith in him we can avoid anxiety and instead 
find joy in using our money to bless his kingdom and our fellow man. 
  
Lutheran Night at Stormchasers (June 6

th
) - Tailgate starts at 6 p.m., game starts 7 p.m.  $8 per 

person, ($6 for ticket, $2 for burgers, brats, hot dogs and fixin’s).  Please bring a side to share.  Contact 
the church office by Sunday, May 29

th
 for tickets. 

  
Camping Trip - July 15

th
-17

th
 at Fremont Lakes - There are only 2 reserved spots still available with 

the group.  Please contact the church office to reserve yours. 
 

 

Deacons 

 Since the church was “blessed” to receive hail during the May 11
th

 storm, 
an insurance claim was filed.  Details are not finalized at this point, but so far, 
we have learned that the roof will need to be replaced on the church, the shed, 
and the parsonage.  We will also need to do major siding repair on the parsonage 

and the north side of the church.  The facias will need to be repainted as well.  Please stay tuned to 
opportunities to help to fix some of these items. 

mailto:bwells@nellhs.org
mailto:bwells@nelhs.org
mailto:motte@nelhs.org
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 The Deacons are doing a fantastic job keeping up the property!  Several minor repairs have been 
done and some projects for the summer are on the list, including some painting in the classrooms and 
hallways.   
 We are hoping that the mower repair is done and that the mower will be back for our weekend 
warriors.  Thank you to Allan Douglas for bringing his personal equipment to mow at church. 
 If you see anything that needs to have some attention, please contact JR Ackerman or the 
church office.  Thanks for helping us keep the place in ship shape! 
 
 

Discipleship 
 

Summer Sunday School 
 

Date Lesson Teacher Craft Recess Coordinator 
June 5 A Good Garden Hannah H Wendee M Ben H Ginger B 

June 12 A Big Boat Doug V Lauren B Sarah F Leslie B 

June 19 A Prophetic Prison Heidi S Christine H Amy V Leslie B 

June 26 A Majestic Mountain Hannah H Lauren B Ben H Pastor K 

  
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
  
 Register your children and their friends for Gethsemane’s Vacation 
Bible School, which will be held Monday through Friday, July 18 through 
22

nd
 from 9 a.m. to noon.     

 VBS is open to all Pre-K Children who are potty-trained through 4
th

 
Grade.  Register on our website, www.gethsemanelutheran.com.   
  We hope to “Round Up” all of Jesus’ lambs at VBS! 

  
 

 

Camp Jefferson 

 
 Please join us at Camp Jefferson in Fairbury, Nebraska!  Our theme for camp this year is “Super 
Savior" (Luke 1:49). The dates for camp are Friday, July 15, through Sunday, July 17.  The camp is for 
children entering grades 3 to 8, and the cost per child is $50.  Registration is from May 1 - June 27 and 
can be done on our camp website: www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org.  Payment and donations can be 
made by check or by PayPal on the website.  
 If you have any questions feel free to email us at welscampjefferson@gmail.com or call Pastor 
Steve Kruschel at 402-745-0055. 
  

http://www.gethsemanelutheran.com/
http://www.welscampjefferson-welsne.org/
mailto:welscampjefferson@gmail.com
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2016 WELS International Youth Rally 
 
 This year’s rally will be at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado June 28

th
 through 

July 1
st
.  The theme is “Our God Reigns!”  Cost is $380 (May 1

st
 – May 31

st
).  We will need one youth 

leader (Age: 20 years +) per six kids.  Eligible kids are those who are confirmed, who have completed 8
th

 
grade through graduating high school seniors.   
 Online registration is ongoing.  You only have until the 31

st
 of May to complete registration.  If 

you are planning to attend the rally, please tell Pastor Helwig, so we can make travel and other 
arrangements. 

 
 
 

Touring Opportunity 
Germany, Prague in the Czech Republic, and Salzburg and Vienna in Austria 

 Pastor James Humann, retired WELS pastor, invites you to join him on a tour celebrating the 
500

th
 anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. The tour is for twelve days and leaves June 19, 2017.   

 
 
This tour will visit the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, where Luther nailed the 95 theses on the 
church door; the Wartburg Castle where he lived in disguise and translated the New Testament into 
German; Eisenach where he was born and died; and other important Reformation sites. 
 In addition to the Reformation sites we'll visit Leipzig where Bach worked and is buried; Munich 
and Berlin, two of the world’s great cities for history, shopping and enjoying great German cuisine and 
drink; Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic; the magnificent city of Vienna in Austria; and Salzburg 
in the beautiful Bavarian Alps where the Sound of Music was filmed. 
  For a colorful brochure describing the daily itinerary, reservation form and costs, please e-mail 
Pastor James Humann at Jhumann383@aol.com. If you'd like a hard copy, be sure to include your name 
and mailing address.  Space is limited! 

 
 

 To everyone who helped to make the band from 
Wisconsin Lutheran College feel welcome, THANK YOU! 
 To the guys who helped to get the sanctuary 
prepared—altar, pulpit, and four pews removed—THANK 
YOU!   
 To the guys who took time out of their day to come 
back on the following Thursday to put the sanctuary back 
together—THANK YOU! 
 To the gals who made the meal happen—THANK YOU!  
It was delicious and truly appreciated by the band 
entourage. 
 This concert wouldn’t have been possible without 

people giving of themselves and their talents.  We are very grateful for you!   
 The people who attended were treated to a beautiful concert! 
 

            

mailto:Jhumann383@aol.com
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