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“You’re Not Done Growing in 

Faith” 
 
 During my ministry in Texas, every 
Tuesday I taught a Bible Class at a nursing 
care facility.  The group of people who 
normally attended had been life-long 
students of the Bible and most of them 
were well into their eighties or nineties 
(one regular attendee was 100!).  One 
woman once mentioned that she had been 
baptized, confirmed and married in a 
Lutheran church of which she had been a 
member for 90 years.  After nearly every study that she attended, she would say in her rich Texas 
drawl, “I never thought of it that way before!”  Conducting these studies reinforced a truth for me:  
even after 80, 90 or 100 years, a person’s life of growing in God’s Word isn’t over. 
 That means a life of growing in God’s Word isn’t over for me, either.  Since graduating from 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary ten years ago, I have been back for classes twice and have attended 
countless conferences, seminars and circuit study meetings all with the purpose of gaining a deeper 
knowledge of Scriptures.  I continue to study so that, through the means of grace, my faith might 
become stronger and my hope for eternal life might become more sure.  Even though I have completed 
the college and seminary courses necessary to be a pastor, my life of growing in the Word is nowhere 
near complete. 
 On the first of May, 18 students in our congregation will be confirmed as a members of our 
church.  They will have spent the better part of the past three years studying the main teachings of the 
Bible and learning the truths of God’s Word that make them (and all Christians) wise for salvation.  It’s 
not that they don’t know the gospel message or that they aren’t members already, but on that 
confirmation day they will be ready to declare to the congregation that they are united with them in 
faith and in doctrine.  And while the celebration of confirmation carries with it the idea of having 
completed something, the lesson for them is the same as it is for every Christian:  their lives of growing 
in God’s Word is really just beginning.  Yes, they have studied the Bible more thoroughly and deeply but 
they’re not yet done growing in faith!   
 It is this way for every Christian.  Through the Word, God gives saving faith to little babies, to 
one-hundred year olds, to the person hearing about Christ for the first time and to the theology expert 
who has studied his whole life.  But God’s Word always (always!) has more to teach us; there are always 
more treasures to mine, always more wonderful messages of God’s grace.  There is always a benefit to 
go back to the basics of what we learn in Scriptures because the joy of salvation that we find in his 
Word is always new, even if we’ve heard it a thousand times before.  It always fills us with peace and 
always causes faith to grow.  That’s what we want—to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ!” (2 Peter 3:18) 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the ninth devotion in a series of articles written by  
Pastor Koester entitled “Back to the Basics.” 

 
“God’s Great Exchange” – September 

 “By Faith Alone” – October 
   “Hope for Eternal Life” - November 

“Christ the Savior Is Born!” – December 
 “Renewed in Grace” – January 

 “Jesus Gave Up Everything” – February 
“The Good of Good Friday” – March 

“The Blessings of Our Crosses” – April 

“You’re Not Done Growing in Faith” – May 
“Worship (pt. 1) Let the Gospel Shine” – June 
“Worship (pt. 2) Let Us Join in Praise” – July 

“Worship (pt. 3) Let Us Enjoy Our Heritage” – August 
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Ascension 
 40 days after Jesus rose from the dead, he gathered his disciples around him to encourage them 
in their newly assigned ministries to “go and make disciples of all nations.”  And then?  And, then, he 
physically ascended up into heaven before their very eyes.  Now, seated at God’s right hand, with all his 
enemies placed squarely under his feet, Jesus lives to rule all things for our spiritual and eternal good – 
he rules in our hearts, he rules in our lives, he rules in our homes, he rules in his Church, he rules even 
over governments and society and history.  And, again, all this is for our good.  What comfort! What joy!  
What confidence!  What hope!  Jesus is our living, glorified, and ascended Savior who is not only in 
complete control of all things but who is also coming back to take us home to heaven where we will live 
with him forever.   
 Join us on Thursday, May 5, for an opportunity to celebrate Christ’s ascension into heaven: 
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School News  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 The school year is drawing to a close, and that always brings a time of reflection.  The school 
year spans 38 weeks this year and should end up with 168 days logged.  We will have offered 1,120 
credited hours of education.  The state requires elementary schools to schedule at least 1,032 credited 
hours annually to be an approved school in the state.  That means that our graduating class for 2016 
would have a total of at least 9,288 hours of credited schooling at the end of their elementary journey.  
Realistically, that number is probably closer to 10,000 than it is to 9,000.  A few of them actually logged 
even more hours than that by attending our preschool program for one or two years. 
     It is amazing, when you think about it.  What a blessing for these students to have 9,000-10,000 
hours of Christian education provided to them and their families!  What a blessing to have God’s Word 
be a part of each and every school day – across the curriculum!  Members of our church today and those 
going back as many as 11 years made that possible for this group of students.  For the first time, this 
group includes one of my own children.  For all of these things, I am extreme grateful.  And I’m sure I 
can make that statement on behalf of all these students’ parents. 
 Thank you, Gethsemane Lutheran, for being such a tremendous blessing to so many. 

Mr. Pederson 

+++ 
 Our school year wraps up with the standard end-of-year flourish.  Musicals, track meets (3), 
Confirmation, field trips, our cookout, Closing Service, and Graduation all happen in the last four weeks 
of school.  We pray for a successful and enjoyable last few weeks.  God is so good! 
 We pray for our 18 GLC confirmands.  May God continue to guard and keep their hearts and 
minds.  May we all continue to encourage them in their walk with Christ, their time in his Word, and 
their public worship including opportunities to come to the Lord’s table. 
 Recently our 7-8

th
 graders visited our WELS worker training school system with a trip to Luther 

Prep School and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  It was a great look into what our synod has established 
to grow, train, and nurture the next generations of pastors and teachers.  We were able to spend some 
time with former GLC/GLS trainees Vicar Buschkopf and student teacher Mr. Otto.  Both spent time here 
as part of their training.  Vicar will be receiving his first assignment later on in May, and Mr. Otto will be 
assigned again after serving two years as a tutor at Luther Prep.  May God bless these two men as they 
go out and serve the Lord of the Church! 
 The 2015-16 school year wraps up officially at the end of the day on WED, May 18, but TUE, May 
17, is really the culmination of the year with our Closing Service and Graduation.  All are invited to our 
6:30 p.m. service as we thank God for being so good to us again this school year.  As an annual tradition, 
there will be a second event that night after church is over.   Parents of our 8

TH
 graders have the 

opportunity to share their thoughts, memories, and prayers for their graduate with letters and pictures 
for all to enjoy.  All are welcomed to stay for this as well. 
 We will start gearing up for 2016-17 shortly after school is out.  May God bless those efforts to 
clean up, change, plan, and even keep recruiting! 

Serving Him with you, 
Mr. Pederson   
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FOCE  
(Friends of Christian Education) 

 FOCE will close the school year with a busy month!  Thanks to the 5-8
th

 grade parents who 
brought cold treats for the spring musical.  We have a few more opportunities to serve with teacher 
appreciation right around the corner!  Please remember to thank and do something special for our 
wonderful teachers, pastors, coaches, teacher aides and staff that help keep our students growing in 
their faith each day!  Many thanks!!! 
 We will continue to work on pulling the yearbook together, plan our first ever school reading 
fair, and print the academic awards to be presented at the close of the year.  School apparel should be 
coming in the next week for those that ordered.  I will hand those out as soon as they are available. 
 Thanks to all who supported our spring fundraiser.  We will give an update on numbers and how 
we met our annual goals as those numbers are available.  We will vote for a president and secretary to 
take over for the 2016-2017 school year at our May meeting.  Please join us for that meeting...date to 
be determined. 

Submitted by Dawn B, Secretary   
 

OWLS 

 (Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors)  
  

 On April 2
nd

, our chapter meeting was held at J’s Restaurant, a beautifully redeveloped older 
commercial building in downtown Fremont with great atmosphere and great food to match.  Our 
opening devotion was provided by Pastor Daniel Johnston of Living Savior in Blair.  The reference for 
Pastor Johnston’s devotion was John chapter 8: and the emphasis for tough love and the importance of 
being truthful about sin but yet show love as Jesus did with the adulterer as she was being confronted 
by the Pharisees and threatened to be stoned to death.  
 Our meeting was devoted to discussion on convention program updates and a brief review of the 
chapter by-laws. 
 Our group departed from J’s and reassembled at the Fremont High School auditorium to listen to 
the Pathfinders chorus and munch on treats provided by chapter member, Adena K.  What a great event 
it was!  The theme was “Where Life’s a Beach” with Beach Boys music and clever humor depicting 
memorable radio ads.  Topping it off was a performance by a nationally recognized barbershop quartet 
from California known as the Newfangled Four. 
 
 Later on: 

 May 7
th

 Brunch at the Garden Café in Rockbrook Village at 9:00 a.m. 

 June 12
th

 2:00 p.m. at Gethsemane Omaha Police K-9 demonstration  

 July 9
th

 Loess Hills Lavender Farms tour (Missouri Valley, IA) details to follow 
 
 Please contact Dick V or Sandy T if anyone would like to join us. 

Dick V, President 

 

 



5 
May                                                                                                                                                                                        2016 

 
 

WINGS  
(Women IN God’s Service) 

 
 Our final fellowship opportunity for the 2015-2016 year will be Monday 
May 2 at Agave Azteca at 7 p.m.  They are located at 132

nd
 and Dodge in the 

same complex as Hy-Vee.  We do not believe they will be able to split the 
check for us, so if you are able to bring cash, that would be greatly 
appreciated.  
  Second, the kitchen shower is still ongoing, so check out the utility 
closet doors in fellowship hall for items still in need. 
  Thank you again for another wonderful year, we hope to see you on 
Monday! 

 Christine H, President 
 
 
 
 

 LWMS  
  (Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society) 

 
“Jesus, Lead me On” 

 
 The Thai Village store will again be brought to Gethsemane this spring.  Items will be available 
to purchase that day.  Look for more information on that coming soon. 

Make plans to attend the LWMS Convention this year in Chicago!  The theme is, “Christ Alone, 
our Cornerstone.”  It will be held June 23-26, 2016, in St. Charles, Illinois.  Check out the pictures and 
registration information on the website.  Chicago could be a great place to take your summer 
vacation….   

2015-2016 Befriend a Missionaries: 
~~ World Missionary—Mr. Pasch  

Chiang Rai, Thailand 
~~Home Missionary—Pastor Kent Reeder 
Illumine Lutheran Church, Rock Hill, SC 

 
May Prayer Requests 

~The work being done among the District Presidents.  
~The graduates from MLC, as they receive their first Call 

assignment.  
~The graduates from the Seminary, as they receive their 

first Call into the ministry.  
Leslie B, Reporter 
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NELHS 
 (Nebraska Ev. Lutheran High 

School)  
 

 Sports update:   
o The track teams will be competing at the Frontier Conference Track Meet at Omaha 

Northwest on Thursday, April 28 starting at 1 pm.  Both the boys and girls teams are 
hoping for a very strong showing.  The District track meet will be on Wednesday, May 11. 

o The Soccer district competition will be next week Monday with opponents and locations 
TBD. 

 The Knights of the Round Table traveled to Milford on April 21 to compete at the NSAA music 
competition.  They received a superior rating.   The KRT also completed their last trip of the 
year to the Quad Cities and sang at congregations on April 23 and 24. 

 We rejoice with the Haakenson family as Eva Lucia was born on March 24.  Eva is the fourth 
daughter for Seth and Monica. 

 The quiz bowl team was district runner-up on March 30. 

 Our students performed the musical “Once Upon a Mattress” on April 7, 8, and 10 to about 700 
guests. 

 The senior’s took their class trip to Chicago April 14-17. 

 Financial update: 
o As of the end of March, Nebraska Lutheran needs $160,817 in donations from 

congregations and individuals by June 30 to meet the budgeted amounts.  We pray that 
we will be able to meet and exceed this amount! 

o The board of control is continuing to meet to develop a strategy to pay for the newly 
approved position of Mission Advancement Director. 

 Upcoming events: 
o LES track meet: May 7 
o Awards Night/ Commencement Concert/ Pre-Grad Party: May 13  
o Graduation: May 14 at 10 am 
o District Convention: June 6-8 
o All Sports Camp: June 12-15 

 Our goal is 40 new students for next year.  So far, 25 have applied (23 freshmen and 2 
sophomores).  Please contact Administrator Mark Otte at motte@nelhs.org or 402-728-5236 if 
you have a recruiting lead.  Please pray for this goal. 

 

Foster Creek Foundation 
Members of Gethsemane, 
 Through the generosity provided by the Foster Creek Foundation, funds are available ($4,250 per 
student) for two students to attend Nebraska Lutheran High School for the 2016/2017 school year.  Any 
interested Gethsemane member family is eligible to apply and the following criteria will be used for 
selection: 

   

 Financial Need (based on application through TADS)  The code needed to apply on TADS 
is 4224107.  https://secure.tads.com/Accounts/Login.aspx?fa=1&lang=en 

 250 word essay by the student as to why Christian education is important to the student 
 Minimum GPA of 3.0 

  

 Application deadline is May 22, 2016.  Please contact Brian or Greg if you have any questions 
about the grant or need assistance with the application process. 

Brian B and Greg S 

  
Disclaimer: Gethsemane is acting as the administrator for this grant, fund quantities and availability are dependent 
upon the Foundation and will be administered based on that availability. 

mailto:motte@nelhs.org
tel:4224107
https://secure.tads.com/Accounts/Login.aspx?fa=1&lang=en
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Stewardship 
But who [are we], and who are [our] people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what 
comes from your hand (1 Chronicles 29:14).  
 

Dear Friends, 
  
Greetings in our generous Lord Jesus! 
 In these days of multi-million dollar Powerball prizes, Forbes magazine’s listing of worldwide 
billionaires, and our $19+ trillion dollar national debt, we may not be aware of the quietly and 
consistently growing offerings from God’s people to Jesus for his salvation work through our 
congregations, regional ministries, and synod.  We do well to notice and thank the Lord for such 
generous gifts! 
 If the trend of previous years continued in 2015, our WELS Statistical Report will show that God’s 
people freely and cheerfully gave about $340 million to our congregations and WELS ministries last 
calendar year.  Isn’t that amazing and deserving of our humble, hearty, “Thank you, Jesus”?  Included in 
the above amount is $21,507,000 in Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO), which is an all-time high.  
God be praised! 
 Also, since July 1, 2015, the Holy Spirit has enabled many of us to offer God over $1.6 million 
toward the “One in Christ” effort to eliminate our synod’s debt.  These gifts, along with planned debt 
payments of more than $1 million, reduce our remaining debt from $4.7 million to about $2 million.  We 
glorify our gracious God for this marvelous blessing and thank all who have participated to date!  We 
also encourage those still planning to participate in “One in Christ” to consider an effort during the 
Easter season.  What a special time for thanksgiving and an offering that, in the end, will benefit our 
sharing the message of the Resurrection and the Life!  (You can find resources online and may order 
brochures from Northwestern Publishing House.)  
 As we reflect on these wonderful blessings, let us join King David in grateful amazement at the 
generous gifts that have come from God’s hand through his people.  Let us ask the Lord to keep growing 
all of his saints in the grace of giving and to use the offerings of his people to share the Savior’s love, 
forgiveness, and life with a growing number of souls! 

 Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt Lueneburg 

WELS Director of Christian Giving 

 
 







 

 On June 6
th

, Lutheran Night at the Stormchaser game. $8 per ticket.  
This includes game tickets and pre game burgers and hot dogs!  Please 
bring a side to share to the tail gate!  This has become a favorite 
Gethsemane tradition!  The sign-up sheet is in 
the fellowship hall!  May 27 is the deadline for 
our group tickets  

 Camping at Fremont Lakes.  We have 3 spots remaining in the core group!  

July 15, 16, and 17
th

.  Please speak to Todd L to reserve your site.  
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Book Club 
 Our April evening discussion of Stolen Innocence by Elissa Walls was 
hosted by Jean R.  Thanks Jean - we had a great evening (which included some 
really yummy goodies!!!!!).  This get-together was our last of the 2015/16 book 
club months.  We will take a 'summer hiatus' and not meet during May, June or 
July.  We will pick up with getting together again August.  The specific date has 
not yet been determined but looks like either the 23

rd
 or the 30

th
.  We will be 

in need of a host location; so if you're interested, please don't hesitate to let 
me know!!! 

 So far, on our summer reading list is Me Before You by Jojo Moyes and Redeeming Love by 
Francine Rivers.  We'd love to have another book or two to add to the list, so that we're ahead of the 
game when we get back together again this August.  If you've had a chance to read something you think 
would be a good one for us, please let me know!! 
 We hope everyone has a great end of the school year and marvelous summer!!!  We look forward 
to your joining us when we resume in August! 

Becky G 
 
 
 
 

Attention Crafters! 
 A few of us are getting together on Saturday, May 14

th 
at 6:30 p.m. 

(after church until we want to quit) to work on any craft projects that we are 
currently working or would like to start.  Whether you sew, crochet, do 
scrapbooking, paint, draw, make cards, or whatever, join us for some 
fellowship time in the fellowship hall!  Please contact Renee T for more 
information.  We would love to have you join us! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Gethsemane to participate in Omaha Gives! 
 Gethsemane is excited to have the opportunity to participate with 700+ local non-profits in the 
4

th
 Annual Omaha Gives! – a 24 hour charitable challenge organized by the Omaha Community 

Foundation.  This year’s online giving event will take place May 25 from midnight to midnight.  Should 
you wish to make a donation ahead of time or 
share this opportunity with friends, donations can 
be scheduled anytime between April 1 – May 24 at 
OmahaGives24.org.  Donations received for 
Gethsemane during Omaha Gives will serve as 
seed money for further development of facility 
expansion plans/capital improvements.  
Preliminary plans call for additional classroom 
space and an indoor athletic center.  Start sharing 
with your circles of friends and get involved in this 
great big “give together” event.   
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Deacons 

 The mowing schedule has been sent out for this 
season.  If you didn’t get an email with the list, you were 
not included.  If you’d like to help out on a substitute 
basis, please contact the church office. 
 We are obtaining bids for floor stripping and waxing 
at this time.  We also have contacted someone to make 
repairs on the window tinting in the church hallways.  
 We appreciate everyone’s helping with keeping the 
property in good shape.  If you see some trash, we 
appreciate your picking it up and disposing of it properly.  
If you see something that needs special attention, please 

contact the church office.  Thank you for your help! 
 

Evangelism 

Friendship Evangelism Starts By Extending A Warm Welcome To Our Neighbors 
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.”  

II Corinthians 5:20 
 
 Friendship evangelism or extending a "personal invitation" 
to a friend or neighbor remains one of the most effective ways to 
reach out.  Why?  A "personal invitation" is just that - a more 
personal way to connect with people.  In general, most people 
respond more positively to a personal invitation.   
 To equip God's people at Gethsemane with a tool they can 
use to invite friends or neighbors to learn more about Gethsemane 
Church and/or School, the Evangelism team has developed a hand-
out that can be used by young and old alike, in whatever 
neighborhood you live in, whenever you like.  The idea here is for 
members of our congregation to take notice of people moving into your respective neighborhoods. 
 When you see a moving truck or notice people moving in, make note of the address and stop by and say 
hi.  The one side of the postcard hand-out has blank space included for a purpose.  That space is meant 
to be used for writing a personal note.  Notes can be written however you like, but here is one example 
to get you started: 
 

Welcome to ___________! (insert neighborhood/community name....i.e. Stone Creek) 
We are the _______s (insert your last name).  We live on _____ Street, just around 
corner.  If there is anything we can do to help you get settled in, please do not hesitate 
to ask.  All the best with your move! 

 
 Feel free to take it a step further and include a plate 
of cookies (or something similar) to provide an even warmer 
welcome to the people moving in.   
 
 Friendship evangelism starts by reaching out and 
making contact with our neighbors.  We pray that God would 
bless all members of Gethsemane in these efforts.  Postcard 
hand-outs will be kept on display in the church entryway; so 
feel free to take them home or keep a few in your car, so you 
are ready to use them as designed.  Or, when you take a walk 
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through the neighborhood, take one along with you, so you can share it with someone when the 
opportunity presents itself.   
 Of course, if you open up conversation and find a family/individual to be unchurched or 
interested in more information about our church or school, please pass along the contact information to 
Pastor Koester, Pastor Helwig or Mr. Pederson so additional follow-up efforts can occur accordingly. 

Joel K, Evangelism 

 

Discipleship 
2016 WELS International Youth Rally 

 This year’s rally will be at Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado June 28
th

 through 
July 1

st
.  The theme is “Our God Reigns!”  Cost is $380 (May 1

st
 – May 31

st
).  We will need one youth 

leader (Age: 20 years +) per six kids.  Eligible kids are those who are confirmed, who have completed 8
th

 
grade through graduating high school seniors.   
 Online registration is ongoing.  The early bird registration is past, but you may still register 
through the 31

st
 of May.  If you are planning to attend the rally, please tell Pastor Helwig, so we can 

make travel and other arrangements. 
 
 

Sunday School 
 Sunday School starts each week at 9:15 a.m.  Preschool through 6

th
 grade will meet in the 

sanctuary from 9:15 to 9:30 for the opening, offering, and songs and then will proceed with their 
teacher to their classrooms for their lessons and other activities. The 7

th
/8

th
 grade class goes right to 

their classrooms for lessons at 9:15 a.m. 
 Our Sunday School offerings will go to our WELS Home Mission in Blair, Nebraska--Living Savior 
Lutheran Church this school year. 
 May's lessons for preschool through 6

th
 grade are: 

 

05/01/16        No Class      Confirmation 
05/10/16        Joseph Tests His Brothers 
05/17/16        Joseph Makes Himself Known 
05/22/16        Pastor Koester’s Israel trip presentation 
05/29/16        No Class        Memorial Day 

 

 Summer Sunday School starts in June! 
 Thanks to all of the Sunday School teachers, helpers, and substitutes we've had this school year 
who have given their time and talent to teach all of our children on Sunday mornings. 
 Join us to study God's Word through discussions, activities, crafts and song!  See you Sunday! 

Nickie L 
Sunday School Coordinator 

 
 

Summer Sunday School 
 This summer we will be taking a “Bible Road Trip” in Sunday School.  There 
are some awesome stops along the way! 
 The offering that we will gather for Sunday School will go to the South 
Sudan Well Project.  Wendy R has summed up this project below. 
 Plan to send your children to Sunday School this summer!  Plan to support 
this important project.  Plan to join your fellow members in the fellowship hall as 
we go back to the catechism to review the Bible Basics – not only what we believe 
as confessional Lutherans but also why we believe it. 
 This all kicks off in June! 

 Pastor Helwig 
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South Sudan Well Project 
 South Sudan is one of the most war-torn regions in the world.  Thousands of South Sudanese 
Christians have fled their own country to escape persecution from Muslims and tribal conflicts.  They 
have fled across the border into neighboring countries like Kenya and Ethiopia and are living in difficult 
conditions in refugee camps.  Many have lived in these camps for years and the conditions are very 
much less than ideal.  One of the recurring problems in these camps is access to clean water.   
 Omaha happens to be one of the main cities in the US where a large population of South 
Sudanese refugees live.  Our sister congregation, Good Shepherd, has a Sudanese pastor, Pastor Peter 
Bur, trained by our synod, and a growing Sudanese congregation that worships twice a month in their 
own language.  Pastor Bur also travels yearly to the refugee camps in Africa surrounding South Sudan to 
teach and encourage a growing number of pastors and congregations.  Because of their problems with 
water, Pastor Burr and the WELS, are planning a project to dig two deep-water wells in two Ethiopian 
refugee camps and also provide training on water contamination to the people using the wells.  The 
wells would, most importantly, be used as a gathering place and outreach center for our Sudanese 
congregations.  The ultimate goal would be to reach more Sudanese with the Good News of Jesus.   
 Organizations within WELS have a projected cost of $50,000 to dig both wells and provide 
training.  Additional wells would be built in the future.  While $50,000 would be outside our reach, our 
Sunday school children can contribute something small towards a big goal.  We CAN help our fellow 
human beings with clean water and Jesus' life-giving water of the Gospel.  

Wendy R 

 

LMSG 
 
 SPRING 2016 - April 19, 2016 
 The first quarter of 2016 has gone by in a whirlwind!  
We have had 58 more congregations join LMSG since I last 
wrote on January 4

th
 of this year.  We now have 139 

congregational memberships on board in 10 months of 
operation.  LMSG is well on its way to its 2016 goal of 200 
churches joined by the end of the year. 
 The website, www.LutheranMilitary.org is being 
improved weekly.  Many new features, such as a list of all 
our member churches and their liaisons is located under the 

“About Us” tab.  This information is updated as new members join.  We have also added a “News and 
Events” crawl across the center of the site to keep everyone up to speed as to projects, people, and 
LMSG participation in local events within WELS/ELS.  Please see the most recent posting “In Memoriam” 
for Donald L. Heiliger, a warrior for God and Country.  You will also notice that we are starting to 
feature a Service person of the month from each state.  Please send in any active duty member’s 
information and picture from your church so they can be featured on the site.  Coming shortly, you will 
also see a new category, Pastors Who Have Worn The Uniform.  Again, if you know any present or 
retired pastor who served, please email president@lutheranmilitary.org with the information. 
 LMSG National Liaison coordinator, David Clark has done a yeoman’s job in laying out how to 
implement an effective liaison program at the local level.  I would recommend a fire team size unit (4 
or 5) veterans or interested people to form your local LMSG to work in coordination with our National 
office. 
 In March, LMSG approved the following grants: 

 $5,000.  To WELS Military Service Committee to support the vacancy pastor, Ken Kratz as the 
interim European Chaplain while a call has been made. 

 $1,000.  To the DryHootch Veterans support group in Madison, WI.  ELS provides a pastor for 
spiritual weekly counseling.  In last fall’s DryHootch “Stand Down,” pastors from both ELS and 
WELS and LMSG Board members, Opsahl and Behr, helped about 100 veterans with various 
needs. 
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 $500.  To “God and Grub”, part of Wisconsin Lutheran Institutional Ministries.  They offer one 
day a week ministry to homeless veterans, Life Skill classes and studies based on various parts of 
scripture.  One on one counseling is also available. 
 

 I ask that you prayerfully consider 
supporting us as we hold our first Memorial 
Day fundraiser.  Look for the “Ammo Can” in 
the narthex of your church.  Thank you 
standing “Shoulder to Shoulder” with the 
men and women from our congregations who 
have worn and those currently wearing the 
uniform and pay the price for the many 
blessings of this great country. 
  

Semper Fidelis 
In His Service, 

  
John Stedman 

LMSG President 
president@lutheranmilitary.org 

703-909-4792 

 
 

Band Concert 
 The Wisconsin Lutheran College Concert Band, under the direction of Prof. Terry S. Treuden, 
will perform here at Gethsemane as part of its 2016 Mountains, Mesas, and Music Tour.   The band will 
be playing on Sunday, May 22.  The concert begins at 7 p.m. 

 We are asking for hosts to house 38 band members the night of May 22.  Hosts would pick up 

students after the concert tear down, around 9 p.m. and return them to church Monday morning around 

6:45.  The students should be returned to Gethsemane by 6:45 a.m. so they can load the tour bus and 

depart for their next destination.  Please provide breakfast for the students prior to dropping them off.   

 Sign-up sheets are located on table in the southwest corner of the fellowship hall.  We 

appreciate your help with this!  Contact Karen in the church office with questions.  
 Wisconsin Lutheran College is an independent Christian college in Milwaukee that is recognized 
for its academic excellence and Christian leadership tenets. 
 We look forward to hearing their beautiful music! 

 


